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Philip Chun Accessibility was requested to carry out an assessment of a number of aluminium products 
produced by Bris Aluminium on Monday 16

 
December 2013 to determine their level of compliance.  In 

regards to access for people with disabilities, please note the following comments: 
 
The products reviewed have been assessed against the requirements of the Building Code of Australia 
(BCA), Disability (Access to Premises - Buildings) Amendment Standards 2010 (No. 1) (Premises 
Standards), Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (Cth) (DDA), and relevant Australian Standards as 
applicable to this project, as they relate to people with disabilities. 
 
The following products were reviewed: 

• Aluminium framed swing door; 

• Aluminium framed sliding glass door; 

• Aluminium framed glazed partitions. 
 
A number of requirements are nominated within the BCA and the Premises Standards, with specific regard to 
access for people with disabilities.  These will be noted and addressed with each element reviewed. 
 
The BCA and Premises Standards state that doors required to be accessible must comply with the 
requirements of AS 1428.1 (2009).   
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1. Luminance Contrast  
 

Clause 13.1 of AS 1428.1 (2009) states that 
All doorways shall have a minimum luminance contrast of 30% provided between –  

a) Door leaf and door jamb; 
b) Door leaf and adjacent wall; 
c) Architrave and wall; 
d) Door leaf and architrave; or 
e) Door jamb and adjacent wall.   

The minimum width of the area of luminance contrast shall be 50mm. 
 
The intent of this Clause is to ensure doors and doorways are easily identifiable within a wall, particularly for 
people who are blind or have a vision impairment.  This is particularly important where a solid door is located 
within a solid wall of the same colour.   
 
It is important to note that luminance contrast is different to colour contrast.   
Luminance contrast is defined as the amount of light reflected (luminance reflectance) from the first building 
element compared to the amount of light reflected from the second building element.  More information can 
be found in Appendix B of AS 1428.1 (2009). 
Testing by a suitably qualified person may be required in order to determine luminance contrast. 
 
At least one of the five options noted above must be achieved.  Below are examples of how this may be 
achieved. 
 

 
Figure 1: Luminance contrast - original door 

 
 

 
Figure 2: Luminance contrast - door leaf and door 

jamb 

 

 
Figure 3: Luminance contrast - door leaf and 

adjacent wall 
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Figure 4: Luminance contrast - architrave and wall 

 

 
Figure 5: Luminance contrast - door leaf and 

architrave 

 

 
Figure 6: Luminance contrast - door jamb and adjacent wall 

 

Bris Aluminium supply aluminium framed doors with various stile widths, including 78mm, 90mm and 114mm.  
In each instance, these aluminium framed glazed doors would satisfy the minimum 50mm area of luminance 
contrast. 
 
Additional care must be taken when a frameless, fully glazed door is located within a fully glazed wall, to 
ensure the minimum width of the area of luminance contrast is 50mm.   
 
While each instance must be assessed against its own merits, the following suggestions may be considered: 

• Provision of a different treatment to the horizontal visual indication strip on the door compared with 
that on the adjacent fixed glazed wall to further assist in identifying the openable portion (refer to 
Section 3 of this report for additional information); 

• Provision of door hardware that achieves a minimum 30% luminance contrast against the 
background; 

• Provision of alternative flooring material (colour and texture) at the door to assist in identifying the 
openable portion. 

 
The Relevant Building Surveyor may also be able to consider an Alternative Solution to accept less than the 
50mm area of contrast, assuming the specific proposal meets the Performance Requirements of the Building 
Code of Australia.  
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2. Clear Opening of Doorways 
 
Clause 13.2 of AS 1428.1 (2009) states that doors required to be accessible shall be provided with a clear 
opening width of 850mm to the operable leaf.  This is measured from the face of the opened door to the 
doorstop. 
 

 
Figure 7: Swing door 

 

 
Figure 8: Clear opening width – swing door 

 
Where double doors are used, the 850mm minimum clear opening shall apply to the active leaf (which is 
typically identified by the latching mechanism).   
 
Typically, a 920mm door leaf is required in order to achieve the 850mm clear opening for a swing door.   
Where pivot doors and sliding doors are used, care must be taken to ensure the clear opening width is 
achieved.  This may necessitate a larger door leaf. 
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Additional care must be taken when using sliding doors, whether cavity sliders or surface mounted sliders.  A 
minimum 60mm is required between the door handle and the adjacent door stop, in both the open and closed 
position.   
 

 
Figure 9: Cavity sliding door 

 

 
Figure 10: Surface-mounted sliding door 

 

 
Figure 11: Clear opening width - sliding door 
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Figure 12: Sliding door in open position 

 

 
Figure 13: Sliding door in closed position 

 
It is understood Bris Aluminium do not provide door hardware such as door handles, however fixing points 
may be pre-drilled. 
 
Care must be taken to ensure sufficient clearance is provided between the door handle and the adjacent door 
stop or reveal, particularly for sliding doors, in accordance with Figures 9-13 above. 
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Ensure all door controls that need to be grasped or turned are located between 900mm and 1100mm above 
the plane of the finished floor, per Clause 13.5.3 of AS 1428.1 (2009), in accordance with Figures 14 and 15 
below.  
 

 
Figure 14: Location of door controls 

 

 
Figure 15: Location of door controls above the floor 
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3. Visual indicators on glazing 
 
Clause 6.6 of AS 1428.1 (2009) states that where there is no chair rail, handrail or transom, all frameless or 
fully-glazed doors, sidelights, including any glazing capable of being mistaken for a doorway or opening, shall 
be clearly marked for their full width with a solid and non-transparent contrasting line.  The contrasting line 
shall be not less than 75mm wide and shall extend across the full width of the glazing panel.  The lower edge 
of the contrasting line shall be located between 900mm and 1000mm above the plane of the finished floor 
level.  Any contrasting line on the glazing shall provide a minimum of 30% luminance contrast when viewed 
against the floor surface or surfaces within 2m of the glazing on the opposite side. 
 

 
Figure 16: Location of visual indicators on glazing 

 
The Australian Standards are quite specific in the application of visual indication in terms of “Hglazing 
capable of being mistaken for a doorway or openingH”. 
 
For example, Figure 17 shows a doorway with horizontal transoms and a full height glazed sidelight.  The 
door would not require any visual indication.  Where the sidelight is less than 500mm wide, it would not 
require visual indication in order to achieve compliance with the BCA / Premises Standards.  (However, best 
practice would recommend the installation of visual indication to prevent any potential mishaps). 
 

 
Figure 17: Visual indication not required 
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Figure 18 shows horizontal glazed panels.  These panels would not require visual indication as the glazing 
could not be mistaken for a doorway, being located approximately 900mm above the floor. 
 

 
Figure 18: Visual indication not required 

 
For additional details of luminance contrast, refer to Section 1 of this report. 
 
 
If you have any queries in regard to the above, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Juleia Murray  
Access Consultant 
PHILIP CHUN ACCESS 


